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Report about “Ise&Nihon” Study Program

Three weeks in Japan at “Ise&Nihon” Study Program in Ise city, Japan, were the
way more interesting, than I expected, and I would even say, unforgettable.

Of course, the main reason of applying to this program was the chance of going
to Japan again. But I couldn’t even imagine, that I will get to learn about so many
things (history, religion, people, food, tourism, architecture of Japan etc.) within
only 3 weeks. This program was planned very well, so we had enough time to
study, to travel, and even enough time to experience Japan on our own and travel
by ourselves. Besides learning about and exploring Ise, we got to go to Nara and
Kyoto, had a wonderful last day in Nagoya, and during our 2 free days I managed
to go to Kyoto and Osaka and meet my friends, who live in Japan.

During our classes we learned a lot about major Japanese religion — Shinto, and it
was the perfect place to learn about it, because Kogakkan University has the best
specialists in this field, and Ise is the hometown of the one of the most important, if
not the most important, Shinto shrine — Ise Jingu. I also liked the fact that after
almost class we had a field study so that we could see or experience things we’ve
learned about right after it. We also learned about traditions, rituals, people of Ise
and Japan.

Studies and travelling were great, but I have to say, that the most amazing thing
about Ise and Japan are their people. Professors of Kogakkan University really
wanted us to learn and were very open to any questions or comments. Our program
coordinator Mr. Tamada did an amazing job — he was like our father, he cared
about us so much, he was always there for us, and it was so touching that I will
never forget it. Not only people of Kogakkan University were great and helpful,
but everyone we met in Ise were amazing — from the students to the mayor of Ise.
Unfortunately, I can’t imagine such program to exist in Ukraine and people to care
so much about foreigners and about representing our country to the world.

Another great thing is that this program really unites people. I made so many
new friends, that is very good in terms of travelling around the world, cause now I
have so many places to stay, and also in terms of my professional interests,
because everyone is interested in Japan and we exchanged ideas and thoughts, so it
was also very helpful.



In conclusion, I want to say how grateful I am to everyone connected to
organizing this amazing program and I will definitely encourage all the students
who study Japanese in my university to participate in this program in future.
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